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A mega-journal must be a magnitude larger than an average journal in a particular field. In 2004, Zootaxa published almost twice each week and produced much more pages than the combined total published in ten core journals in systematic zoology (Zhang, 2006) . Despite this, in 2004 Zootaxa still only qualified as a major journal, not a mega-journal. It became a mega-journal in 2006 with over 1,000 papers in more than 20,000 pages-thus a magnitude larger than an average journal that produce no more 100 papers in fewer than 1000 pages. Few other peer-reviewed scientific journals are of this magnitude in size.
A mega-journal should also represent and involve the majority of scientists working in the discipline. Wilson (2004) A mega-journal should publish a significant number of the most important works in the subject area. Taxonomic inventories, revisions and monographs represent the pillars of taxonomy. In 2006, Zootaxa has published many such important works, including 58 monographs (papers of 60+ pages)-more than a monograph each week! Over the six years, 145 monographs were published in Zootaxa, the longest being a 1295-page monograph of Recent and fossil turrids (Mollusca: Gastropoda), which includes a world inventory of 11,350 species group taxa (Tucker, 2004) . Most of the 2,388 Zootaxa papers reported biodiversity discoveries and over 4500 new taxa were described.
One major benefit of Zootaxa is the concentration of a vast body of papers in a single easyaccess journal that otherwise would be scattered in hundreds of small journals, many of which are expensive, difficult to access, and/or are only available in large research libraries in developed countries. The new model presented by Zootaxa is nothing short of revolutionary. For example, an open access paper describing a new species of monkey from Brazil (Pontes et al., 2006) was downloaded 7254 times in the first 20 days of its publication (many downloads from developing countries) and the story was reported in many international news media such as CNN.
Compared to many journals of taxonomy, Zootaxa is still in its infancy, yet it has made a remarkable impact. It is a tribute to all the editors, authors, reviewers and the publisher who have made Zootaxa a success. It is hoped it can be a prelude to the global renaissance of taxonomy. -Qiang Zhang, Chief editor and Founder of Zootaxa Landcare Research, P.B. 92170, Auckland, New Zealand; e-mail: zhangz@landcareresearch.co.nz 
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